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THRU THE EDITOR'S GLASSES 


lor many years your editor enjoyed reading the daily column written 
by Jay E. House entitled “On Second Thought.” Periodically it seemed 
necessary for House to restate his absolute freedom from any dictation by 
large advertisers or by the editor-in-chief. At the Atlantic City meeting of 
the American Association of Dental Editors, your editor discovered to his 
surprise that he was in the same predicament. In other words, he is sup- 
posed to be only the “Charlie McCarthy” for one or more “Bergens.” There 
may be some truth in the thought that your editor resembles Charlie in some 
ways, including the density above the collar, but he must positively and un- 
equivocally deny that anyone is pulling the strings. Your editor’s problems 
would no doubt be simplified if such were the case, but instead, his job as 
he conceives it is to publish the best Journal possible for the benefit of the 
whole society and keep within the budget allowance. To repeat—sugges- 
tions for the improvement of the Journal are always welcome and will be 
considered carefully before adopting or rejecting them. The Journal is the 
product of your editor’s work and ideas modified and helped by the sug- 
gestions that have been received from various sources, but not dictated to 


by any one member, group or clique. 
* * * 








The annual meeting of the American Dental Association was held in 
Atlantic City this year, so Pennsylvania was well represented both in gen- 
eral attendance and in clinicians supplied. Over eleven thousand attended, 
and the only serious complaint seemed to be about the temperature. For- 
tunately, most of the meeting was held in the huge auditorium, and the high, 
vaulted ceiling and open space generally kept the air circulating and made 
it much less oppressive than it might have been. 

The meetings of the House of Delegates, however, were held in the 
Ambassador Hotel and, unless the huge fan was in operation, the air was 
stifling. Some of the heat was caused by the Dental Cosmos debate, which 
finally terminated in a decision to defer action for a year so that a more 
satisfactory arrangement could be worked out. A great many of the dele- 
gates seemed to be in favor of publishing two magazines so that there Would 
be more space available for the publication of papers. 

Dr. C. Williard Camalier was installed as President. The contest for 
President-elect resulted in the election of Dr. Marcus L. Ward, of Michi- 
gan. Dr. John S. Owens, of Camden, New Jersey, who as General Chair- 
man contributed so much of his time and energy to make the meeting the 
huge success it was, received the office of First Vice-President. 
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Thomas Parran, Jr., Surgeon General, U.S.P.H.S., expressed his 
opinion on the federalization of medicine at one of the evening sessions. 
He seemed to think that each state could handle the burden of medical and 
dental care of the needy. He disagreed with Senator J. Hamilton Lewis, 
who, you will remember, introduced a medico-stirring resolution during the 
closing days of the last session of Congress. If you missed it, the title of his 
resolution was “To provide medical aid for the needy and the stricken with 
illness who are unable because of poverty to provide treatment and hos- 
pitalization ; also to establish all licensed medical practitioners as civil offi- 
cers of national government.” To quote an editorial in the Bulletin of the 
Second District Dental Society of the State of New York: “In effect, every 
physician in practice in the United States is to be drafted into federal medi- 
cal relief service, whether he desires it or not, without regard to his citizen- 
ship, age, infirmity, education, training or experience.”” Incidently, our own 
representative on the A.D.A. Economics Committee, President-elect R. M. 
Walls, presented the following resolution to the A.D.A. Board of Trustees : 
“The American Dental Association desires to submit to governmental au- 
thorities (federal, state and local) information that has been obtained in the 
study of dental needs of the American people to so plan in conjunction with 
the government that adequate dental service may be supplied to children 
whose parents are financially unable to bear the cost, and that emergency 
service may be available to adults who cannot afford remedial service.” 
Unfortunately, the chairman of the committee, Dr. Bruening, told the Board 
of Trustees that the necessary data was not at their command—and they 
believed him. 

“Time,” the weekly news magazine, issue of July 26th, contained a 
fairly accurate account of the meeting. They did “point with pride” to the 
“new” method of locating incipient caries, referring to the paper delivered 
by Dr. J. Mark Prime, of Omaha, who, as you probably know, has advo- 
cated the use of Howe’s ammoniacal silver nitrate for that purpose. We 
should be happy, though, that the news wasn’t distorted any more than 


it was. 
* * * 


Do not overlook the official notice from Secretary Sanford D. Lawyer 
regarding the increase in the dues. State society dues have been doubled, 
but they are still only a little more than half the amount the physician pays 
to his state society and only a fraction of the average worker’s union dues. 
Pay your dues promptly and pay them cheerfully ; they are still very cheap 
protection. In union there is strength, and the bigger the membership the 
greater the strength. 


[8] 









th 


ar 

































STATE DENTAL JOURNAL 








Dr. Andrew J. Heffernan, of Wilkes-Barre, has been appointed to suc- 
ceed Dr. Fitzhugh on the State Board of Dental Examiners. 
ae ee 

A conference was called at Atlantic City to further the cause of a re- 
gional dental journal. If the subscription suggested for each participant in 
this venture were given to our Journal, we would retain complete control 
and have much more space than would be given us in a regional publication. 
In fact, for half that sum we could have a much enlarged, improved Journal. 
The suggested tax was one dollar for each member. Our budget is one- 
fourth of that—twenty-five cents a member. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CALENDAR 
OF MEETINGS 


ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS! 
At the meeting of the House of Delegates during the annual meeting of 
the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, the By-Laws were changed, raising 
the dues from $2.00 per year to $4.00 per year. The By-Laws as they now 


stand are given below : Asieertin 390 


SEcTION I. The annual dues shall be eight dollars per mem- 
ber, payable to the secretary of each Component Society, who shall 
forward same, together with the State and American Membership 
cards, to the Secretary of the State Society, on or before January 
1st of each year, after which date a member shall be considered 
delinquent if his dues are unpaid. 

SEcTION 2. Of the eight dollars annual dues, four dollars 
shall go to the secretary of the American Dental Association for a 
year’s dues and a year’s subscription to the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Dental Association. The remaining four dollars shall be re- 
tained by the secretary of this society, of which twenty-five cents 
: shall be applied to one year’s subscription to the Pennsylvania 
State Dental Journal. 

SECTION 3. Honorary and life members shall be exempt from 
that portion of the annual dues which active members pay as State 
Society dues for the use of the society. 

This information is for all members so that they will understand why 


their annual dues have been raised. ° 
SanForD D. Lawyer, Secretary. 


oe @ ® 
Editorial Note: The publication of Dr. Denny’s interesting historical 
articles will be resumed in the November issue. 
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DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

The state membership committee desires to co-operate with the district 
committees in planning a state-wide campaign this year. In order to do so, 
it is necessary for us to have the name and address of the chairman of each 
district committee. 

We would greatly appreciate a card with the above information and 
any suggestions regarding the manner in which the state committee can 
assist the district committee. 

H. C. HincuMaAn, JR., Chairman, 
406 Johnstown Trust Bldg., 
e Johnstown, Pa. 


ODONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
The annual meeting of the Odontological Society of Western Penn- 
sylvania will be held in Pittsburgh on October 25th and 26th. 
TENTATIVE PROGRAM 
Monpay, OCTOBER 25, 1937 
8:30 A. M.—Registration—Ewhibits. . 
9:45 A. M.—Fred D. Miller, President of the Penna. State Dental So- 
ciety. 
10:00 A. M.-12:00 M.—Operative Dentistry, J. Mark Prime, D.D.S., 
Omaha, Neb. 
700-5 :30 P. M.—Exhibits. 
:30-4:30 P. M.—Fifty diversified clinics. 


— 


 Tuespay, OcToBeER 26, 1937 
Exhibits will be open from 9 to 12 A. M. and from 1 :00 to 5:30 P. M. 
00-11 :30 A. M.—Crown and Bridge Work, H. D. Grubbs, D.D.S., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
11:30 A. M.—Annual Business Meeting. 
:00-4:30 P. M.—Ladies’ Auxiliary Bridge Luncheon. 
:30-3:00 P. M.—Prosthetics, Russel! W. Tench, D.D.S., New York City. 
:00-4:00 P. M.—Facial Pain of Dental Origin, Jos. Cameron, M.D., 
Pittsburgh. 
:30 P. M.—President’s Testimonial Banquet. 


I¢ 


~ 


— 


w 


( 


g:00 P. M.—Cabaret Dance. 


~ 





MEMBERSHIP in the American Dental Association is entirely 
contingent upon membership in the Local and State Components. 
Apply now to your local Dental Society for membership. 
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 
FRED D. MILLER > 


I attended the Third District meeting in Carbondale on June 28th, and 
expect to attend each district meeting during the year. My itinerary in- 
cludes the following: 

Easton—October 6th, Second District 
Erie—October 21st, Ninth District 
Lebanon—October 28th, Fourth District 

The affairs of the society are progressing nicely, and now that vacations 
are over, we should all begin to think about the next annual meeting in 
Philadelphia in May and get busy in preparation for it. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank each Pennsylvania Clinician 
for their fine showing at the Atlantic City meeting. I sure was proud of our 
Pennsylvania Clinicians, and I also thank their wives for sewing the Penn- 
sylvania Dental Society seals on their shirts. 

Am looking forward to seeing a lot of old and a lot of new faces during 
the year. Our membership is today 3,472, and with a little push and effort 
we can still reach Walter Mendel’s 3,700 in ’37. It can be done—let’s do it. 

ee @ 
PROPOSED CLINICIAN AND ESSAYIST BUREAU IN THE 
CENTRAL OFFICE 

When the Central Office was established, a little over a year ago, 
among its other functions the Board of Trustees planned to have set up 
there a bureau designed to give information to district and branch societies 
throughout the State on available clinicians and essayists on the several 
phases of dentistry. To assemble this data, the secretaries of all district and 
branch societies were requested to place Dr. C. J. Hollister, Bus. Mgr., 800 
Capital St., Harrisburg, Pa., on their mailing list to receive all notices and 
programs of their meetings. So few secretaries have complied with this 
request that it has been impossible to proceed with the formation of this 
bureau. 


Next month every secretary who has complied with the above request 
will receive a questionnaire to be filled out for any clinicians or essayists 
appearing on their programs. You who are concerned are urged to co- 
operate so that this bureau will prove of real value to the program com- 
mittees of all constituents of our state society. 

With thanks in advance for your co-operation, this request is respect- 
fully submitted. 


C. J. Hotiister, Business Manager. 


[11] 









THE PENNSYLVANIA 


CHILD EMERGENCY HEALTH 


The Committee on Child Emergency Health appointed by Doctor Fred 
D. Miller, President of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, is very 
anxious that the report to the society include all activities in this field being 
carried on in each county of the state. Particular stress should be made on 
the neglected and underprivileged pre-school child only contacted through 
the Visiting Nurses’ Society and Social Service Investigators. 

This committee will be very pleased to have any member of the Penn- 
sylvania State Dental Society write the chairman or any member of his 
committee regarding activities in his community. 

There is a great deal of this health service that belongs to the dental 
field ; detailed records should be kept, and dentists should receive full credit 
for work done. 

Kindly advise the Chairman on Child Emergency Health or any mem- 
ber of this committee of any activity in your community, or suggestions for 
extending this service. 

Theo. D. Casto, Phila., Chm.; T. M. Boggs, Jr., Canonsburg; N. V. 
Plafker, Chester ; T. R. Bailey, Wellsboro; J. A. Thompson, Brookville; R. 
W. Ellsworth, Meadville ; J. T. O’Leary, Girard ; Bertha P. O’Leary, Girard. 

YOUR DUES 

Oil station attendants pay an initiation fee of $10.00 and annual dues 
of $30.00 to their union. An electrician pays an initiation fee of $27.00 with 
annual dues of $54.00. Musicians pay about the same. The coal miner pays 
varying amounts for initiation fee and anywhere from $2.00 up per month 
dues with an assessment clause up to five days’ wages a month for the 
privilege of digging coal. Other occupations pay comparable dues. The 
reason for this is organized protection. 

The professional man often does not realize that the professional or- 
ganization is always on the alert to stop and control unfair practices ; to pre- 
vent the enactment of discriminatory, unfair laws; and to promote and 
support legislation beneficial to the public and the profession. These are 
things that by individual effort are next to impossible; for all of this and 
many other activities, scientific and otherwise, the average dentist pays as 
dues less than $1.00 per month. The Pennsylvania physician who is a mem- 
ber of the State Medical Society pays $12.50 local dues and $7.50 state 
society dues. I am sure that you will appreciate the fact that the insurance 
premium, meaning dues, is very low, considering the protection and benefit 


accruing trom organization. C. J. Hotiister, Business Manager. 
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CHILDREN’S DENTISTRY~—“WHAT 
WILL WE DO ABOUT IT?” 


(Read before the 67th meeting of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., May 6th, 1937.) 


Walter T. McFall, D.D.S., Nashville, Tenn. 





There was a time when dentistry was naught but a trade, a simple 
mechanical trade, there was a day when dentistry was but an occupation, a 
quackery practiced as often by charlatans as by honest men—that time is 
gone, that day has passed into unmourned oblivion and is fast being for- 
given and forgotten. Today dentistry is more than a trade, an occupation, 
for its work comes of a necessity, and this great work consists of much 
more than the mere filling, pulling and cleaning of teeth, more than replac- 
ing by prosthesis those masticatory and esthetic organs so vital to good 
health and its maintenance, yea, dentistry has risen to a strategic profes- 
sional level among the branches of the healing arts that is doing much to add 
to the comfort of life, and to help man be more useful and happy. 


The laity has learned that more than 85 per cent of all diseases enter 
the body through the mouth; that almost half of each American family’s 
dollar is spent to buy food to nourish and sustain the body ; that this food is 
only assured of reaching the stomach and of being properly assimilated 
and utilized for tissue tone and bodily sustenance provided it is masticated 
in a mouth which is free from pus, filth, decaying sore teeth and gums; that 
diseases which are daily taking their toll of lives, from degenerative causes 
and their allied sequele, have a not to be denied primary focus in the 
mouth in many instances ; that it is better, cheaper and far more advisable to 
prevent diseases and maladies our present day mode of living seem to pre- 
dispose us to than it is to seek to correct or repair damage later. Prevention 
seems to be the paramount issue of our day, and we are learning this pre- 
vention must begin with grandparents and prospective grandparents if we 
are to save our people. A child impressed and taught in the formative 
growing years of life is our best means to this so much desired end of pre- 
vention as it concerns disease, ignorance and poverty. The next great ad- 
vance in the prevention of disease and in helping to extend the span of 
human life lies in the hands of the dental profession, and every doctor of 
dental surgery must serve his most and best. 
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We have all come to realize as sound, economical business men that 
most of our money as tax payers goes to the education of our children and 
to the necessary upkeep of State and National Institutions for those poor 
unfortunate victims of disease, of mental and physical defects, many of 
which were and still are preventable. The wonderful development of, and 
cognizance given to, health matters in the last twenty-five years is not a 
temporary fad, but it is the direct result of the realization on thinking 
people’s part of the vast importance of preventive measures necessary in 
the conservation of human and natural resources. We have been forced 
to see beyond the slightest doubt that a nation’s greatest asset is not reck- 
oned in the strength of its army and navy, nor yet in its material possessions, 
achievements or resources, but it is respected, admired and able to hold its 
place in the affairs of men because of the character of its people. The 
greatest problem of conservation relates not to industry or commerce, but 
to national vitality, and to obtain and maintain this precious requisite to 
success, we must of necessity begin by conserving the health of the child. 
In this significant work of saving the lives of people we cannot rely entirely 
upon the progress of medical science and public health administration, but 
we must supplement by a never ending campaign for the knowledge and 
practical use of children important facts and truths in personal and social 
hygiene. The practice of hygiene in the life of the average boy and girl, 
due to the fact that their parents before them were not taught and im- 
pressed with these great health facts, follows far in the rear of our present 
day knowledge. We as a profession have a most urgent and weighty re- 
sponsibility, for it becomes our duty and task to teach and tell boys and girls 
everywhere the importance of properly and systematically caring for the 
mouth and teeth, the important correlation between a healthy, well kept 
mouth and that so much desired condition of life called good health. As a 
profession with an obligation to the people we fail unless the rank and file 
of our great body rises up to proclaim the gospel and righteous teachings 
of Mouth Hygiene and unless we fulfill the trust and hope which should be 
ours of helping to the maximum of our scientific knowledge, professional 
ability, and humanitarian foresight, those who are our proudest boasts and 
greatest disciples of real truth—The Children. 

Every agent of society is striving to teach and tell children of first 
things first. The public schools are spending more time teaching the child 
and less time teaching the three “R’s”. School officials have learned that 
—‘Knowledge without health cannot profit us,” and therefore the National 
Educational Association has gone on record as indorsing this fact, that first 
and foremost among its seven main objectives and essentially basic funda- 
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menta's, the teaching and practical inculcation and utilization of health is 
first and of prime importance. 

Big business and corporations have found it pays to keep employees 
well, parent-teacher associations are spending hours educating parents in 
the important and necessary roads to good health, the proper care of the 
child’s teeth, the part teeth play in school attendance and promotion; the 
relation between the child with the well kept and well cared for mouth and 
the child who is indifferent and careless about his mouth when infectious 
and contagious diseases start; the correlation between defective teeth, en- 
larged tonsils and cervical glands, diseased adenoids, troubles of the 
eustachian tube, diet, prenatal dentition and many other matters of dental 
health. The members of all the professions of the healing arts are being 
sought out and looked to as leaders, to guide, teach, and materially help 
others to be healthy, happy and useful. People are daily being taught by 
radio, by syndicated news articles, by the myriad advertisements in every 
periodical, by the well informed physician and the trained nurse. The 
dentist who does not keep up, who is not doing his part, is doing irreparable 
damage to our profession as well as losing his own community’s respect and 
confidence. I regret to say to you fellows, but I am honest and frank when 
I do tell you, the individual dentist is doing more to hurt and hinder the 
glorious possibilities of mouth hygiene and children’s dentistry by his in- 
difference, his continuous failure to do his work well, his unpardonable lies 
to parents and children—than is any other agency I know of. There is 
entirely too great a difference between preaching and practice in regards to 
children’s dentistry, and the man who fails to measure up to what he knows 
he should is causing untold suffering, anguish and sickness out in the years 
which lie ahead. I wish to say these things because I tremendously feel the 
obligation of it and the very urgent need for it. I believe the integrity, use- 
fulness and future of our profession rests upon the shoulders of the dentist 
in the smaller towns, in the urban and rural community, and not upon the 
outstanding leaders of our profession in the great cities. No town’s people 
seem to know very much more of the importance of dentistry as a health 
service, except where the local dentist has impressed and taught them by 
real professional service and honest, earnest endeavors which always merit 
success, respect, and contentment. 

Seriously now, what do people of your community know of the im- 
portance of deciduous teeth, why the child’s first teeth should be cleaned 
each three or six months, every effort made to maintain each deciduous 
tooth until time for normal resorption and replacement by a succeeding 
permanent tooth, why a child is forced to miss his grade, be sick, sloven and 
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retarded because of defective teeth? What are you doing to teach and tell 
parents that dentistry is not a luxury but a necessity, that sickness costs 
money, that dental prevention is better, safer and far more sure than dental 
repair and a whole lot cheaper; that childhood is one of the most trying 
times in a person’s life, that dentistry is a real health service and one of the 
greatest aids to health, good looks and comfort in life? Are you practicing 
dentistry as they did thirty years ago, that is, just filling, pulling and occa- 
sionally cleaning teeth, and not doing even all of this which is necessary for 
the people who do come to you, or are you teaching folks to care for their 
God-given possessions and to prevent future ills? How many patients a 
day do you instruct in the proper home care of the mouth, how to correctly 
and effectively clean the mouth by brushing the teeth, massaging and stimu- 
lating the gums, to watch for and prevent the beginning of decay, to daily 
use a sane diet which will build bone, teeth and good tissues? Do you tell 
the mother that her baby’s teeth are formed three to seven months before 
birth and that what she consumes in her prenatal diet has a great deal to do 
with her child’s first teeth? It is not enough to correct and repair, we must 
teach and tell early and late in answer to this appalling challenge and weighty 
responsibility which comes to every man of us, for we are guardians of a 
nation’s health. “Progress is the law of the universe,” and anyone who will 
not bend his will to this law not only handicaps himself but grievously 
wrongs those whom he should serve of their rightful part in all which is 
highest and best. 

My friends, I have no desire in coming to you other than to help you 
face up manfully to this task which is ours. If I can make you stop and 
think I will have done you a favor; if I can gain your interest concerning 
your duty in caring for children and giving to them the attention, consider- 
ation and help they deserve, then my visit to you shall not have been in vain. 
I love children; I believe they are interested and anxious to learn and to 
use those finer, higher things of life, and I yearn for them to have the chance 
they deserve of being healthy and useful in body, mind and soul. I do not 
believe a dentist has any reason for not serving children except he be tem- 
peramentally unsuited by nature ; then he should be honest about it and send 
them to others who are well qualified and anxious to serve them. It is no 
humanitarian act, nor is it philanthropy to serve a child in dentistry, and if 
the laity is not educated to pay an honest and just fee for such services this 
is the dentist’s own fault. If the child is frightened and prejudiced by 
previous uhfair treatment, by hideous detailed accounts recited before the 
child by his elders, this is not the child’s fault, and it should be the dentist's 
part to have the child come to him before the mouth is wrecked and ruined ; 
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to teach the parents it is more necessary to clean a child’s mouth every five 
hundred meals than to change the oil in the family car every five hundred 
miles. There is nowhere to be found any excuse for the unpardonable and 
untrue stories certain dentists will tell parents and children because the 
dentist does not like to work for children, or because he does not believe the 
folks will pay his fee, or because he has acquired another habit that is second 
nature to him. Such remarks as—“The first teeth are not important; not 
necessary to fill and save baby teeth; they will be shed anyhow ; abscessed 
teeth are not a probable source of trouble to children; the sixth year molar 
does not need to be filled when an explorer easily gets lost in the occlusal 
surface; it will be all right to wait six months until the cavity becomes 
larger ; and the teeth are not growing as they should, etc.” Fellows, you do 
not know how much damage and doubt you cause by such false and untrue 
statements to parents and children who believe in and trust you implicitly. 
It places the laity in such a quandary they do not know what or whom to 
believe, and many times they are forced to doubt the importance of dentistry 
or its efficacy as a health measure. The situation is not only illogical and 
unjust but truly it places the dental profession in a most ridiculous position 
before the public. We certainly owe it to the children to care for them, and 
until this realization sears itself into our inner consciousness we can not 
feel we are keeping faith or helping as we would with our greatest asset— 
Children. 

; Many dentists are interested in methods, techniques, in practical ideas 
and principles concerning the child in the dental practice. I have given my 
full time to children for more than twelve years, and in this period I have 
been privileged to have examined and given tota! mouth corrections to many 
children. If I may be privileged to, I should like to suggest to you certain 
simple, practical methods that I have found from experience are useful in 
serving children. May I say, if you are succeeding with your children’s 
practice, do not be quick to change your methods and technique, for nothing 
succeeds like success ; but if you are having indifferent or mediocre success, 
if you are doing even worse and have rotten luck with the child patient in 
your practice, please try a few of these plans, then be fair with your little 
patients and promise to do your best by them, then I am sure you too will 
become an enthusiastic convert to children’s dentistry, and you will find the 
child to be far more co-operative, willing and interesting than you do your 
adult patient. Let us never forget the child of today is the man or woman 
of tomorrow, and just in proportion as the children are taught, impressed 
and apply the great truths of our profession’s knowledge will they produce 
a more healthful and appreciative progeny out yonder in the future. 
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First and foremost in the handling and serving of the child in the prac- 
tice of dentistry, may I plead with you to love and believe in the work and 
results you are attempting, and secondly, “This above all things: to thine 
ownself be true.” I believe if one is to succeed with his children’s practice 
he must imaginatively be the age of the child he is serving, ever remember- 
ing the child’s fears, thoughts, distrusts caused from previous unfair treat- 
ments, by parents’ threatenings, prejudices recited before the child, and ex- 
periences of others that were bad and mishandled. All these things are fore- 
most in his mind, and it should be the duty of the dentist to gain his con- 
fidence before he can expect to serve the child efficiently and effectively. 
Please tell children the truth; do not lie to them for they never forget and 
seldom forgive, even in adult life. If it is necessary for you to cause pain 
to a child, explain to him why, gain his co-operation, portray the bright re- 
ward in comfort, usefulness, ability to play and enjoy life, the esthetic side, 
etc. Treat your child patient as you do your adult patient, do not make 
babies out of them or talk baby talk to them, and while you are serving your 
child patient talk and teach health and its important relation to body health 
and hygiene. Liken the child’s mouth to a two-story house, explain how 
mother has to have “spring housecleaning,” beginning upstairs and sweep- 
ing the dirt downstairs, then cleaning the downstairs, this impresses the 
proper tooth brushing methods ; also liken the mouth to a dinner plate, the 
teeth to knives, forks and spoons, they do not use plates and spoons unless 
they are clean, they should not use their teeth unless they too are cleaned. 
Explain how one sore tooth affects the chewing on the whole side so af- 
fected, how a decayed tooth is like a rotten apple in a barrel, ask the child 
if he squeezes pus from a boil on the arm or leg to put in between bread, 
then plainly tell him he is each day swallowing pus into every mouthful of 
food consumed since he has a gum boil or abscessed teeth. 


(To be concluded in November issue) 
oe @ ®@ 
NATIONAL DENTAL HEALTH POSTER CONTEST 


This year the American Dental Association has selected the slogan: 
“Dental Health for American Youth.” The parent association is building 
its 1938 program on that slogan. It is hoped that all state and component 
dental societies will do likewise. This project, if carried out by all societies 
and in connection with their broad program of lay education, will enable 
each component society to focus community attention on preventive den- 
tistry, it will focus state attention on preventive dentistry, and it will focus 
national attention on preventive dentistry. 
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THE GLOBE TROTTER 


VITAMIN CIN THE TREATMENT OF PYORRHEA 





A link between pyorrhea and scurvy has been forged at the laboratories 
of the Harvard Dental School. Drs. Paul Boyle and David Weisberger have 
under way research which indicates that a lack of vitamin C in the diet may 
be the cause of—or at least a contributing factor to—pyorrhea just as this 
vitamin C has long been known to cause scurvy. While the findings are yet 
incomplete, they indicate that as far as the general practitioner is concerned 
vitamin C treatment for pyorrhea “can be adopted with safety and it prob- 
ably should be adopted as a routine measure in addition to, but not in place 
of, other recognized forms of therapy.” 

The Harvard dentists have been working with both animals and humans 
in their studies. Guinea-pigs were fed diets varying in their vitamin C con- 
tent and later checked to see the degree of pyorrhea which they developed. 
X-ray and microscopic examinations of these animals showed all the char- 
acteristics of true pyorrhea in reproducible form. Forty-eight human pa- 
tients were studied in the dental school where their degree of pyorrhea 
symptoms were compared with the content of vitamin C in their blood. 
Twenty-three patients with a low vitamin C blood content had marked 
evidence of the disease. Ten patients with a reduced vitamin C blood content 
showed the gum disease but to a lesser extent than the first group. Among 
fifteen patients with normal vitamin C blood content only one case had the 
disease. These findings, it is emphasized, are not conclusive, but they do 
offer a most consistently positive finding in cases of the advanced disease. 

To the layman and the average dental practitioner the research has 
three significant points: (1) The new test of vitamin C in the blood as em- 
p'oyed is not practical for a dental office and will probably largely be con- 
fined to hospitals. (2) The suggested use of vitamin C is a relatively safe 
procedure, for most experts agree the body can handle an overdose easily. 
This is not true of vitamin D. (3) The improvment in the mouth tissues, 
around the teeth, which occurs when vitamin C is administered indicates 
the practical value of the treatment. 

Vitamin C, found naturally in limes and lemons principally, is also 
available in tablet form as ascorbic acid or cevitamic acid. To maintain the 
normal amount of vitamin C in the blood a daily intake of 50 milligrams is 
sufficient. The suggested dose for treating pyorrhea is a gram in five or six 
days, or about 150 to 200 miligrams daily. 

From: Science, 86 :2223, Aug. 6, 1937 (Suppl. p. 12). 
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PREVENTION OF MoTTLED ENAMEL 
The possibility of preventing mottled enamel by cheinical means rather 
than by a change in the water supply system is announced in Science 
(86:2228, Sept. 10, 1937, Suppl. p. 10). Tri-calcium phosphate, already 
known to dentists as a polishing agent commonly incorporated in tooth 
pastes and powders, is the chemical which Dr. Howard Adler and George 
Kiein recommend for removing the fluorine from the drinking water. 
They state that tri-calcium phosphate, when dried to a powder from a 
watery gelatin, readily absorbs fluorine compounds. Ten pounds of this 
substance will remove the excess fluorine from more than 500 gallons of 

water and render it incapable of causing mottled enamel. 


Pontic ForMs FoR FIXED BRIDGES 


The Zahnaerstliche Rundschau (46:1003-1014, June 6, 1937) carries 
a well-illustrated paper by E. Smith and H. R. Potter, Pacific coast dentists, 
on proper shape and size of pontics and their relative position with respect 
to the supporting structures. The paper is so well illustrated that a knowl- 
edge of German for reading the paper is not altogether necessary, the 
various correct and incorrect procedures being presented pictorially. Among 
other things, the authors point out that pontics are often too large, having a 
greater occlusal surface and a greater seat than is necessary. Also, that 
the pontic is extended too far lingually. Bridges carrying porcelain root 
pontics are also discussed. 


EXCESSIVE SALIVATION From DENTURES 

A perplexed physician writes to the Editor of the Journal of the A.M.A. 
(109 :299, July 24, 1937), asking him what to do for a patient who com- 
plains of an excessive amount of salivation. The patient, a man, aged 53, 
has been wearing full upper and lower dentures for more than a year, made 
by an expert dentist. While wearing the dentures, a thick, ropy, mucoid 
saliva is present, which is a constant bother to the patient, making him 
nervous and irritable. Physicians, dentists, and nose and throat specialists 
were consulted, but these were unable to offer help. The editor’s reply is as 
follows: “We have been unable to find any specific cure for this condition. 
It is apt to be caused from some kind of irritation such as dentures im- 
properly fitted, or it could be allergic, the denture material itself causing 
the irritation. Diet might also enter into this picture. We would suggest 
reducing carbohydrates, giving an abundance of fruit juices and increasing 
the liquid intake. Aside from this, there seems to be little known about the 
condition.” 
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ON THE ACID SIDE 

The following question and answer is taken from Queries and Minor 
Notes section of the Journal of the American Medical Association (109 :610, 
Aug. 21, 1937) and has a direct interest for dentists who are often asked the 
same question by patients : 

To the editor: Please explain the origin of the term “acid condition.” 
Tell me its relation, if any, to pyorrhea, receding gums or skin disease. I 
hear the expression frequently from the public and it seems to be fostered 
by the “patent medicine” interests. Now, I am acquainted with acid urine, 
acid saliva, acidosis, alkalosis and am greatly interested in metabolic prob- 
lems, but in no book in my library, and I own many of the finest medical 
books printed, can I find any reference to “acid condition.” I note that den- 
tists tell patients they have’ an “acid condition” and send them to doctors to 
be cured. I will appreciate a complete discussion, as I have exhausted my 
resources in explaining the myth (?) to the public. 

Philip J. Lukens, M.D., Ambler, Pa. 

Answer: The correspondent is entirely justified in his skeptical attitude 
toward the use of the term “acid condition.”’ This term could be properly 
applied only to an uncompensated acidosis, which occurs relatively rarely 
and in illnesses of considerable severity. The interpretation of various 
common minor ailments as an “acid condition” is chiefly the result of the 
exploitation of the public by certain ignorant or unscrupulous promoters of 


proprietary preparations. 
ee @ 


DISTRICT NEWS 
FIRST DISTRICT 


The Board of Governors and your officers thought it a good plan to 
give practical courses to its members on practical subjects in every branch 
of dentistry. Chairmen have been appointed, and these men will in due time 
present outstanding men in the various fields of the profession to you. We 
feel it is a step in the right direction and sincerely hope it will appeal to the 
membership at large. 

The socio-economic section held a meeting in the spring and on No- 
vember 3rd the chairman of the Prosthetic section, Doctor Frank A. Fox, 
has arranged for a meeting of his section. 

Place of meeting—County Medical Bldg. 

Time—2.00 P. M. and 8.00 P. M. 

Date—November 3rd, 1937. 
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The afternoon session will be composed of practical prosthetic clinics. 
This session is to be followed by a dinner at the County Medical Bldg. Please 
notify Doctor Fox, as the caterer must know how many reservations to 
prepare for. 

The evening session will start at 8.00 o’clock, and we are exceedingly 
fortunate in having Doctor Amos Stiker, of Addison, New York, as the 
essayist ; he is well known for his attractive and instructive presentation of 
“Immediate Dentures for the Average Dentist.” This will be illustrated by 
colored moving pictures. 

Every member present will be given a printed resumé of the talk. This 
will enable all interested members an opportunity for further study of this 
important subject. 

Doctor Stiker’s subject in brief : 

1, Fit the mouth to denture; 2, Diagnosis; 3, Impressions; 4, Post 
damming; 5, Centric relation; 6, Face bow; 7, Set up; 8, Celluloid trial 
plates ; 9, Surgery; 10, Fit; 11, Finale. 

The society has lost by death two of its valued and honored members: 
Doctor W. T. Wyckoff, an honorary member, and Doctor Reinhardt Nell. 
The loss of these men will be keenly felt by our society and the profession 
at large. 

There is a movement on foot to co-ordinate all research in dental 
societies with the Stomatological Committee of the County Medical Society. 
It has been felt for a long time that there has been considerable over-lapping 
regarding research work. We hope this may be worked out satisfactorily, 
thereby benefiting both dentistry and medicine. 

The committee on general arrangements for the February meeting have 
given a most interesting report on their preliminary work. It looks like a 
bigger and better meeting than ever according to the type of essayists and 
clinicians which they have engaged. 

Make your plans to attend now ; we will have something interesting and 
instructive for all. 

Doctor George Coleman gave some interesting facts on plans for en- 
forcement of the recently passed dental bill. Let’s go behind this commit- 
tee and finish up a good job that has had an excellent start. 

The vacation season is a thing of the past, and now that we are all back 
on the job, the Philadelphia County Society hopes that with your co-opera- 
tion it will’be able to offer you an interesting and instructive year in the 
hopes that our profession will march on to higher ideals. This can only be 
done with your individual help. Let’s go. 


[ 22 ] 








STATE DENTAL JOURNAL 





SECOND DISTRICT 

The officers and directors of the Second District Dental Society held 
a meeting in Norristown, September 14th, to discuss plans for the annual 
meeting to be held October 6th. President W. M. Skinner presided. A full 
report of the annual meeting will appear in the November Journal. 

Our trustee, Dr. R. M. Walls, was elected President-elect of the Penn- 
sylvania State Dental Society at the annual meeting last May. To finish his 
unexpired term, Dr. Harry C. Reichard, of Conshohocken, was selected. 

CHESTER AND DELAWARE CouNTYy DENTAL SOCIETY 

The fall meeting of the Dental Society of Chester and Delaware County 
was held Wednesday, September 15th, at the Chester County Hospital, 
Embreeville. At the afternoon session the Oral Hygiene Committee pre- 
sented plans for a visual educational program to be given in schools through- 
out the counties. Clinics were presented by Dr. J. F. Heineken, of Paoli, 
on “Simple Gold Inlay Technic,” and Dr. John H. Greene, of Philadelphia, 
on “Care of Instruments.” Dinner was served at the hospital and the mem- 
bers welcomed to their evening session Dr. Herbert Ely Williams, of Red 
Bank, N. J. Dr. Williams, an able clinician and speaker, discoursed on all 
phases of operative dentistry and office management. 

Dr. Haydn A. Rose, of Phoenixville, was elected to membership, and 
Dr. Lewis Drano, of Chester, was reinstated. 

A resolution was adopted stating that any member who aided a non- 
member of two or more years in practice, to gain admittance to a society 
meeting should be deemed guilty of an unethical act. A non-member is a 
sponge and.does not deserve the benefit of organized dentistry. 

Tue MontcomMery-Bucks DENTAL SOCIETY 

The first meeting of the Montgomery-Bucks Dental Society for the 
1937-38 season was held at the Valley Forge Hotel, Norristown, Monday, 
September 27th. 

Dr. C. Louis Siegler, of Doylestown, presided. A short business meet- 
ing was held and the following state delegates and alternates were selected : 
Dr. A. L. Ventura, Dr. C. Louis Siegler, Dr. Charles C. Dancy and Dr. 
W. A. Roberts. 

The essayist of the evening was Dr. Herbert K. Cooper, of Lancaster, 
who gave an extremely interesting paper on “Orthodontia and General 
Practice.” He viewed dental deformities from an orthodontic standpoint, 
giving an excellent interpretation of all factors that cause such deformities. 

The meeting was very well attended, there being about sixty present. 
Our customary informal dinner, to meet the essayist, was held in the hotel 
prior to the meeting. 
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The second meeting of the society will be held Wednesday, October 
27th, at the Valley Forge Hotel, Norristown. The change in day was neces- 
sary to accommodate the essayist, it being an afternoon-evening meeting. 

The essayist, Dr. D. S. Gardiner, of Scranton, will present a clinic on 
“Porcelain Inlays” from 4 to 6 and a paper on the same subject from 8 on. 
Our usual dinner will divide the sessions. The society extends a most cordial 
invitation to those interested in Dr. Gardiner’s work. 

LEHIGH VALLEY DENTAL SOCIETY 

Meeting at the Hotel Easton, Monday, September 2oth, the Lehigh 
Valley Dental Society heard a discussion of some complications and se- 
quele of tooth extractions by Dr. John Gunter, M.D., D.D.S., assistant 
professor of maxillo-facial surgery at the Dental School of the University 
of Pennsylvania. He was assisted by Dr. Thomas Meloy, an instructor in 
the same department. 

Drs. Ralph Hess, E. G. Gilbert, and R. E. V. Miller were elected as 
delegates to the state meeting. Drs. F. W. Gmenier, R. G. Smullin, and 
O. B. Landis were named alternates. 

The next meeting will be held in Moose Hall, Quakertown, on October 
18th. Dr. James Cameron, professor of oral surgery at Temple University, 
will give an informal talk on common errors in diagnosis of lesions and 
conditions of the oral cavity. 


@ 
THIRD DISTRICT 

The annual fall meeting of the Third District Dental Society was held 
at Green Gables on Thursday, Sept. 23rd. The program was as follows: 
1:00 P. M.—Registration, $1.00, either 1936 or 1937 card. 

2:00 P. M.—‘‘Medication—How and What to Prescribe,” Dr. Leonard C. 

O’Connell, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

3:30 P. M.—‘“Surgical Conditions of the Mouth and Jaw,” Dr. Robert H. 
Ivy, Philadelphia, Pa. 

700 P. M.—Short Business Meeting. 

:30 P. M.—Banquet—Toastmaster, Dr. I. B. McDonald. Five-minute 
talks by Drs. O’Connell of Pittsburgh, Hollister of Harris- 
burg, Wren of Harrisburg, Swift of Scranton, Corrigan of 
Hazleton, and Coleman of Philadelphia. 

g:00 P. M.—A very entertaining floor show. 

The general chairman of the meeting was Dr. C. B. Watrous; local 
chairman, Dr. Wm. C. Griesemer. The total registration was 104; 86 at- 
tended the dinner. The entire Third District congratulates Hazleton on the 
splendid meeting. 


Nw 
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The membership of the Third District has hit a new high, 300 mem- 
bers ; let’s keep up the good work. 

On October 21st, at the Fox Hill Country Club, a testimonial dinner 
will be held in honor of Senator Mundy and all the legislators who gave us 
such marvelous co-operation and help in passing the new state law. The 
dinner is being sponsored by the Luzerne County Dental Society and has 
the sanction of the entire Third District. This is a well earned tribute to the 
men who did so much for our cause. 


ScRANTON District DENTAL SOCIETY 

The Scranton District Dental Society has the largest enrollment in its 
history—over 156 members, or more than half of the total district member- 
ship. Congratulations, Scranton! 

On September 27th our society held a “Carbondale Nite” at the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Dr. R. H. Gerard, of Philadelphia, was the clinician and 
his topic was, “Everyday Crown and Bridge Technique.” There were also 
some very interesting movies by Dr. Kizer. 

On October 25th, at the Chamber of Commerce, there will be a joint 
meeting with the Lackawanna County Medical Society. Dr. Thomas J. 
Cook, Assistant Professor of Oral Diagnosis, University of Pennsylvania, 
will be the speaker, and his topic will be “Lesions of the Oral Cavity of 
Interest to the Dentist and Physician.” His talk will be accompanied by 


colored moving pictures. 
* 


FOURTH DISTRICT 


The annual fall scientific and business meeting of the Fourth District 
Dental Society will be held in the Hotel Weimer, Lebanon, on Thursday, 
October 28th. The final arrangements for the program have not been com- 
pleted, but it will be the usual all-day meeting with morning and afternoon 
speakers, followed by a business session and dinner. 


READING DENTAL SOCIETY 

The first fall meeting of the Reading Dental Society was held on Mon- 
day evening, October 4th, at the University Club. The annual report of the 
Committee on Current Dental Literature was read and a lively discussion 
followed. 

Membership in the Reading Dental Society is up to its usual high mark, 
above 90% of the registered dentists in the county. 

The many friends of Trustee O. J. Specker will be glad to hear that he 
is getting along fairly well, everything considered. 
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FIFTH DISTRICT 

The Fifth District will hold their fall meeting in Lancaster on Thurs- 
day, October 21, with Dr. Victor H. Sears, of New York City, as the 
speaker. Dr. Sears will devote the entire afternoon to a talk on Full Den- 
tures, with special reference to the general practitioner. The Fifth District 
is showing some activity in arranging for good programs throughout the 
year and hope to be able to present some additional speakers of national 
reputation in the future. 

LANCASTER 

The Harris Dental Society, of Lancaster, will have for its guest speaker 
for the September meeting Dr. A. Y. Russell, of Baltimore. The speaker for 
the October meeting is still in question, but we hope to have an outstanding 
man for that night. For the November meeting we will meet jointly with 
the Medical Society of Lancaster County and will present Dr. Philip Jay, 
of Michigan, who will speak on the investigations of the so-called Michigan 
Group concerning dental caries. 

It may be of interest to the friends of Dr. S. H. Appleyard to learn that 
he is recovering slowly but surely from his incapacitation as a result of an 
automobile accident last Spring. 

HARRISBURG 

-The Harrisburg Dental Society will hold their all day Forum meeting 
Thursday, October 21st, instead of the 7th as originally announced. The 
meeting will be held in the Hotel Harrisburger, starting at 9:30 A. M. The 
program includes Dr. Clarence O. Simpson, of St. Louis, and Dr. S. G. 
Major, Dr. H. D. Anderson, and Dr. C. R. Grissinger, all of Pittsburgh. 
There will be no registration fee but you must have a 1937 A.D.A. mem- 
bership card. 
The Annual Dinner Dance 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 4, 1937 

||| ROY GIBBONS AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


You are given this advance information so that we do not hear the same 
old excuse from you—"I didn't know about the dance until too late, and 
I have made other plans.” 


| Make it your business now to Mark the Date on Your Calendar. 
® 
SEVENTH DISTRICT 
After a’ few months of inactivity, as far as serious business is con- 
cerned, the various societies in our district are getting down to work again 
with some good opening meetings. 
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The society held its.annual picnic at Cloyd Harkins’ summer home, 
between Philipsburg and Sandy Ridge. Last year’s picnic was such a suc- 
cess that there were just twice as many present this year. Harkins and his 
son are wonderful hosts and every one had a fine time. The prizes (the 
opportunity of each hooking six trout from Harkins’ trout pond) were won 
by Sponagle, Conemaugh ; Moore, Madera, and Kilpatrick, Bellefonte. 

The Huntingdon County Society opened their winter meetings with a 
bang! On October 5 they had Dr. W. T. McFall, of Nashville, Tenn., for 
an all-day meeting on Children’s Dentistry. This is quite an undertaking for 
a society the size of theirs. There are 16 dentists in Huntingdon County and 
15 belong to their society. It went over big. 

The Cambria County Society had as their speaker for their first meet- 
ing of the fall, Fred Miller, of Altoona, our State President. He talked on 
the new dental law ; on “Esthetics in Dentistry,” and on golf every once in a 
while during the other talks. 

The Clearfield-Center Dental Society had Dr. C. A. Nelson, of Milford, 
Del., for an all-day meeting at Harkins’ summer home on September 15. 
They had a large turnout. Dr. Nelson gave them a fine clinic and the boys 
had a wonderful time. « 


NINTH DISTRICT 

The Ninth District Dental Society, since the early summer meeting at 
the Hotel Bartlett, Cambridge Springs, has taken a good vacation, but now 
is again back in harness. 

The annual fall meeting will be held in Erie, at the Lake Shore Country 
Club, and we anticipate a real turnout. The Erie County Dental Society, 
who is sponsoring the meeting, will hold it the latter part of October, prob- 
ably around the 2oth, but as yet the bulletins have not been sent out. 

In addition to the clinics and the election of the 1938 officers, the society 
will give silver keys to three members, Drs. Conn, Powers, and Silvis, all 
members of the Venango County Society. All of these men were elected to 
this membership at the spring meeting. 

Crawford, Erie, and Venango Counties have reported the start of fall 
meetings, and I suppose that both.Lawrence and Mercer County Societies 
are on the job. 

The full program of the fall meeting, together with the 1937 report on 
various county societies, will be given in the next issue of the Journal. 

Over 70 per cent of the eligible, registered dentists in this district are 
members of the Ninth District Dental Society. This is a mark for the other 
districts to shoot at. 
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ACCEPTED DENTAL REMEDIES 1937 


Editorial Note: 


A new edition of this valuable pocket size authority is fresh off the 
press. It has been revised and enlarged and if it meets with the same de- 
served enthusiastic reception accorded the 1934 and 1935 editions you 
had better send in your dollar at once. Address, Council on Dental Thera- 
peutics, 212 East Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois. The advertisements 
of remedies declared unacceptable by the Council are not admitted to the 
pages of The Pennsylvania State Dental Journal. 





Accepted Dental Remedies is a list of official drugs, useful in dentistry, 
and non-official articles which have been declared acceptable to the Council. 
In addition, the book contains a therapeutic index, a list of weights and 
measures, a pharmaceutic index, a list of poisons and antidotes of interest 
to dentists, and a bibliographic index to the reports of the Council on un- 
accepted products, and the rules governing the Council in the consideration 
of products. The new feature which was introduced in the last edition, 
namely, a list of formulas and prescribing suggestions, has been revised. 
The material in this edition of the book has also been revised on the basis 
of the appearance of the latest edition of the Pharmacopoeia and the Na- 
tional Formulary. This formulary contains among other information, for- 
mulas for overcoming mouth odors, cavity rinsing and sterilization, pulp 
capping, cavity varnishes, mouth washes, topical anesthetics, drugs for pre- 
and postoperative medication, and socket pastes. Material revisions have 
been made in the chapters on Atropine Preparations, Local Anesthetics, 
Calcium Compounds, Epinephrine, Opium Derivatives, and the chapter on 
Cod Liver Oil and Related Substances. All vitamin A and D assays for 
this class of products are made according to the methods described in the 
U.S.P. XI. This will enable the practicising dentist to tell at a glance the 
comparative potencies of the various brands of cod liver oil. 


The possessor of this book can tell at a glance the status of the many 
products advertised to him. It should be a vade mecum. 


The progress that has been made in the consideration of dentrifices is 
illustrated by the type of information which the Council takes into consid- 
eration in considering these products. The composition and the physical 
properties are given. Which of the many local anesthetics are acceptable, 
and their formulas are given. The intelligent use of the information and the 
formulas in the book will enable dentists to save many dollars, at the same 
time extending their knowledge of this important phase of dentistry. 
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modern dental prosthesis most closely approaches the ulti- 
mate in restoration with the use of porcelain. . . the jacket 
crown, the inlay, and the reinforced bridge offer a scope 
of restoration undreamed of a decade ago... yet today a 
six-tooth reinforced bridge is enduring and permanent... 
a lasting tribute and practice builder for the progressive 
practitioner who believes in the future and the advance- 
ment of dentistry . . . you can do no better than ceramic 
restoration ... and when Axelrod-Beacon is your labora- 


tory there is no finer restoration made... 








AXELROD-BEACON DENTAL LABORATORIES, INC. 
Medical Arts Building Philadelphia 
Rittenhouse 1776-77 














THE PENNSYLVANIA 











NECROLOGY 





BEISER, DR. JOSEPH W., Philadelphia P. D. C. 1904 
Dr. Beiser died on May 24th in St. Mary's Hospital. He was 
Associate Professor of Clinical Operative Dentistry at Temple 
University. 


NELL, DR. REINHARD, Philadelphia P. C.D. S. 


Dr. Nell died suddenly on June 26th while apparently in the 
best of health and enjoying his favorite recreation—golf. 
He was a former president of the North Philadelphia Associa- 
tion of Dental Surgeons and at the time of his death a mem- 
ber of the board of governors. Dr. Nell was an active Mason 
as well as a tireless and loyal worker in organized dentistry. 


ROBINSON, MRS. KATHRYN K., Philadelphia 


Mrs. Kathryn K. Robinson, wife of Dr. W. J. Robinson, Presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia County Dental Society and First 
District Trustee, died suddenly of a heart attack, August 
18th, at her home, 4906 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. Besides 
her husband, she is survived by a daughter, Dr. Muriel K. G. 
Robinson, a dentist in the United States Public Health Serv- 
ice; a son, Dr. Hamilton B. G. Robinson, Assistant Professor 
of Oral History and Pathology at Washington University, St. 
Louis, and a grandson, William E. Robinson, two years. 








SEYFERT, ROBERT E., Lebanon Univ. of Penna., 1904 


Dr. Seyfert died in an automobile accident, September 19th. 
Accompanied by a friend, they were evidently on the way 
to a club when they took the wrong turn and ran off the road 
and plunged into a quarry, killing both men instantly. 


WETZEL, DR. WALTER C., Shamokin Medico-Chi, 1912 


Dr. Wetzel died suddenly on June Ist while still in a hospital 
convalescing from a serious operation. 


WYCKOFF, DR. WILLIAM T., Philadelphia P. D. C., 1887 


Dr. Wyckoff, who was one of the early pioneers in the use of 
local anesthesia, died at his Ocean City home on July 3lst, 
aged 79. Four years ago he had to have his left leg ampu- 
tated and a year ago he lost his right leg at the knee, but 
he continued his practice until his sight was affected. ‘Dr. 
Wychoff was a trustee of Temple University Dental School 
and served in the Dental Corps of the 309th Infantry during 
the World War. He was an honorary member of the First 
District Dental Society. Dr. Wyckoff is survived by two sons, 
both dentists. 
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